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The Difference

Highlights &  Fun Facts

Driven by our commitment to enrich the lives of 
families and children worldwide, Cardinal Rule 
Press leads the way in providing messages that 
empower families, schools, and communities 
through inspirational children’s books and 
educational programs and events that support 
our books’ powerful themes. 

Since 2015, CRP has been operating from a place of creativity and integrity 
in the publishing industry. Each year, our titles make a difference in children’s 
lives and garner positive reviews from readers and trade review companies. 

CRP listed on the “Top 30 
Publishers to Check Out” 
by

families served with free 
educational program during 
Spring 2020 Covid-19 closures

30
top

8,285

number of events at 
which Founder Maria 
Dismondy promoted 
CRP books

Instagram followers 
4K gain 1/18 to 11/19

daily social 
media reach

2019 Sales YTD Aug

2019 Sales YTD Aug

2020 Sales YTD Aug

2020 Sales YTD Aug

237K

18K

62

23,475

3176

21,348

10,039 (+316%)

Johnny is a big fan of school but that all changes 
when the new kid, Gabe arrives. Gabe doesn’t speak 
any English, and that doesn’t stop Johnny from going 
out of his way to be unkind.

What will Johnny do when Gabe starts to make new 
friends? Will he join in the fun of making a new friend 
or turn the other way? 

Johnny realizes a powerful message in this story 
where student differences are celebrated. Read to 
find out how chocolate milk plays a major role in the 
discovery of the real universal language.
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NEW TITLES FOR 2020-2021

Kindness is a Kite String

By Michelle SchuaB

illuStrated By claire laForte

What happens when one child chooses 
kindness to start the day? It starts a chain 
reaction! Watch empathy ripple through 

the community… spreading happiness like 
sunshine, connecting diverse groups like a 

footbridge, and lifting hope like a kite string

How can YOU lift others with kindness?

Release Date April 2021 
32 pages • 9x11 • Ages 4 to 10

ISBN (hardcover): 978-1-7330359-8-9
ISBN (ebook): 978-1-7330359-9-6 

Lexile Leveling: 460 
Guided Reading: L 

Lila Lou’s Little Library

By Nikki BergStreSSer

illuStrated By SejuNg kiM

Release Date October 2021
32 pages • 9x11 • Ages 4 to 10
ISBN (hardcover): 978-1-7353451-1-6
ISBN (ebook): 978-1-7353451-0-9
Lexile Leveling: 550 
Guided Reading: TBD

HARDCOVER PICTURE BOOK $16.95 
EBOOK $4.99

HARDCOVER PICTURE BOOK $16.95 
EBOOK $4.99

What is a girl to do when her house 
is filled to the brim with books? 
Build a library from a large tree 
stump in her front yard, of course. 
But when nobody notices, Lila Lou 
has a plan to get her neighborhood 
borrowing books.

CardinalRulePress.com



raja’s pet camel
By aNita aMiN 

illuStrated By ParwiNder SiNgh

Smashed pots! Broken fences! Raja loves his 
new pet: a mischievous, date-loving, camel 
named Kamal. But his father is fed up and 

determined to sell it at the next fair. Will Raja 
find a way to keep Kamal or will they lose 

each other forever? Set in India, this tale of 
unconditional love and hope will enchant any 

child who has ever wanted to own a pet.

Published October 2020
32 pages • 9x11 • Ages 4 to 10

ISBN (hardcover): 978-1-7330359-4-1 
ISBN (picture book): 978-1-7330359-5-8

ISBN (ebook): 978-1-7330359-3-4 
Lexile Leveling: 580 
Guided Reading: K

HARDCOVER PICTURE BOOK $16.95 
PICTURE BOOK $10.95 

EBOOK $4.99

Evie’s Field Day
By claire aNNette NolaNd 
illuStrated By alicia teBa

Evie loves to run, jump, hop, and win. She 
even has ribbons and trophies to prove it. 
When the school’s field day comes around, 
she is sure she will add to her winning 
collection. When Evie finds herself ahead 
of the pack, she is faced with an important 
decision. Does she choose the chance at a 
trophy or the chance to be a good friend?

Published April 2020
32 pages • 9x11 • Ages 4 to 10
ISBN (hardcover): 978-1-7330359-0-3 
ISBN (picture book): 978-1-7330359-1-0 
ISBN (ebook): 978-1-7330359-2-7 
Lexile Leveling: 480 
Guided Reading: J

HARDCOVER PICTURE BOOK $16.95 
PICTURE BOOK $10.95 

EBOOK $4.99

BOOK TITLES

A lively read-aloud promoting 
the virtues of sportsmanship.“ “— Kirkus
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sunny side upbringing

By Maria diSMoNdy 
PhotograPhy By Sarah luczak

Published April 2020
236 pages • 8x9 
ISBN (deluxe): 978-1-7328418-7-1  
ISBN (softcover): 978-1-73284187
ISBN (ebook): 978-1-7328418-9-5
ISBN (audiobook): 978-1-7328418-8-8

DELUXE $22.95 • SOFTCOVER $19.95 
AUDIOBOOK $14.95 

EBOOK $12.95

Parent educator Maria Dismondy compiled 
her most valuable advice, research, activities 
and resources in this month-by-month 
parenting guide. Loaded with enriching 
content, this book fosters creative parent-
child interactions, rooted in core values. 
With the research done, all families need to 
do is open the cover and jump into the fun 
of parenting with purpose. 

… practical, proven and easy ways we can raise kind children. My hope is that everyone 
use these strategies and we will make the world a sunnier, happier place…“ “— Michele Borba, Ed.D. • Author of “UnSelfie”

book titles, cont.

DAZZLING TRAVIS
By haNNah carMoNa 

illuStrated By BreNda Figueroa

Travis has no limits to what he enjoys doing. 
Everything from shopping and football to 

ballet or dress up, he is a one of a kind boy! 
But when some kids pick on him, Travis truly 

dazzles. See how this empowering story 
encourages both boys and girls to challenge 

the social norm, revealing their true selves.

Release Date April 2019
32 pages • 9x11 • Ages 4 to 10

ISBN (hardcover): 978-0-9976085-6-4
ISBN (picture book): 978-0-9976085-7-1

Lexile Leveling: 510 
Guided Reading:  M

HARDCOVER PICTURE BOOK $16.95 
 PICTURE BOOK $10.95 

EBOOK $4.99 

This celebration of living one’s best life features the first-person voice of Travis, a boy with 
a lot of flair…the book succeeds in communicating the message promised in the subtitle.“ “—  BooklistIPGBook.com • orders@ipgbook.com • 800.888.4741
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cookie & milk

By Michele Mcavoy

illuStrated By jeSSica giBSoN

Cookie is a genius, Milk a daredevil. 
Cookie loves math and science.  Milk loves 
adventure and adrenaline. What could two 
girls who are nothing alike possibly have in 
common? Follow this dynamic duo through 
skateboard stunts and tubular-tastic surfs to 
discover what lies beneath true friendship. 
You may be surprised at what you find.  

Release Date October 2019
32 pages • 9x11 • Ages 4 to 10
ISBN (hardcover): 978-0-9976085-8-8
ISBN (picture book): 978-0-9976085-9-5
Lexile Leveling: 520
Guided Reading: M

HARDCOVER PICTURE BOOK $16.95 
 PICTURE BOOK $10.95  

EBOOK $4.99

Smart, sassy, supportive girl power to the max!“ “— Kirkus

The potato chip champ

By Maria diSMoNdy

illuStrated By dawN BeacoN

Champ and Walter Norbert Whipplemoore are 
about as different as two kids can be. 

Well, except for their love of baseball and 
potato chips. Champ had everything, but 

always wanted more. Walter had very little, 
but was never seen without a smile on his 

face. In the end, it is Walter and some crunchy 
potato chips that teach Champ a lesson about 

character that can’t be taught in school.

Published February 2013
32 pages • 8.5x11 • Ages 4 to 10

ISBN (picture book): 978-0-9848558-1-0
Lexile Leveling: 630 
Guided Reading: M

PICTURE BOOK $10.95

book titles, cont.
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book titles, cont.

SPAGHETTI IN A HOT DOG BUN

By Maria diSMoNdy

illuStrated By kiM Shaw

How can Ralph be so mean? Lucy is one 
of a kind and Ralph loves to point that 
out. Lucy’s defining moment comes when 
Ralph truly needs help. Because she knows 
what she stands for, Lucy has the courage 
to make a good choice. This charming 
story empowers children to always do the 
right thing and be proud of themselves, 
even when they are faced with someone as 
challenging as Ralph.

Published August 2008
32 pages • 9x9 • Ages 4 to 10
Hardcover Picture Book, Picture Book, Ebook
ISBN (hardcover): 978-0984855803 
ISBN (picture book): 978-0615473932 
ISBN (ebook): 9781617926518 
Lexile Leveling: 610 
Guided Reading: L

Spaghetti in a Hot Dog Bun is touring the country as a children’s musical 
with Stars Within Reach Production Company based in New York City. 
It has become wildly successful with schools and youth theaters nationwide.

top 50
Best Books 

for Children
— The Huffington Post

HARDCOVER PICTURE BOOK $14.95 
PICTURE BOOK $9.95 • EBOOK $4.99

SPOONFUL OF SWEETNESS

By Maria diSMoNdy

illuStrated By roNNie rooNey

What’s more fun than showing your baby how to 
blow kisses? Teaching them how to display respect, 
empathy, and other powerful traits that will support 

them on their journey through life. This book 
reminds us that an infant can begin exhibiting acts of 

kindness well before they are walking and talking.

Published January 2014
16 pages • 5.65x5.65 • Ages Birth to 3
ISBN (board book): 978-0-9848558-2-7

BOARD BOOK $6.99



book titles, cont.

chocolate milk, por favor

By Maria diSMoNdy

illuStrated By doNNa Farrell

It’s Gabe’s first day of school in America and 
he doesn’t speak English. This story shows 
how a simple act of kindness is worth more 
than a thousand words. Kindness really is a 
universal language.

Published April 2015
32 pages • 9x9 • Ages 4 to 10
ISBN (hardcover): 978-1733035965
ISBN (picture book): 978-0-9848558-3-4
ISBN (read along): 9781495627941
Lexile Leveling: 500 
Guided Reading: K

HARDCOVER PICTURE BOOK $15.95 
PICTURE BOOK $10.95 • READ-ALONG $4.99

CardinalRulePress.com

the jelly donut difference

By Maria diSMoNdy

illuStrated By P.S. BrookS

Leah and Dexter are siblings and they don’t 
always get along. In fact, there are times they 

can be downright mean. The ooey, gooey 
jelly donuts in this story are a testament to the 

power of kindness and generosity. Find out if 
Leah and Dexter will ever learn to cooperate! 

Published April 2017
32 pages • 9x9 •  Ages 5 to 7

ISBN (hardcover): 978-1-7330359-7-2
ISBN (picture book): 978-0-9976085-0-2

Lexile Leveling: 830 
Guided Reading: L

HARDCOVER PICTURE BOOK $15.95 
PICTURE BOOK $10.95

Gabe’s classmates learn how to communicate with him through sports, food, and play. 
Research shows that reading comprehension in ELL students gets a boost when kids are 
exposed to culturally relevant books.

“
“—  NPR

hardcover
now available in

hardcover
now available in

This earnest story of being a good sibling, neighbor, and friend may inspire reader 
 to find ways to be generous in their own lives.“ “ — Publisher’s Weekly

IPGBook.com • orders@ipgbook.com • 800.888.4741



pink tiara cookies for three

By Maria diSMoNdy

illuStrated By cary Pillo

Sami and Stella are best friends and neighbors. 
When Jasmine moves in across the street, a 
friendship triangle begins. Three can be a tricky 
number with friends because most of the time 
someone gets left out. Follow the girls as they 
learn how to adjust and make room for one more.

Published January 2012
32 pages • 9x9 • Ages 4 to 10
ISBN (picture book): 978-0-615-51620-2
Lexile Leveling: 540 
Guided Reading: L

PICTURE BOOK $10.95

CardinalRulePress.com

book titles, cont.

The fruit salad friend

By Maria diSMoNdy

illuStrated By kathryN SelBert

Chloe loves going to school, but lately something 
is different. She has all the ingredients of a great 
friend – kindness, empathy and compassion, but 

wonders, “What do you do when friends don’t 
treat you with kindness?” Find out how this brave 
girl navigates the obstacles that arise on her way 

to discovering the recipe for lasting friendship. 

Published April 2018
32 pages • 9x9 • Ages 4 to 10

ISBN (picture book): 978-0-9976085-2-6 
Lexile Leveling: 590 
Guided Reading: L 

PICTURE BOOK $10.95

An excellent source of positive approaches to the problem of making and keeping 
good friendships among children, further enhanced by cheery, colorful illustrations of 
children interacting.

“
“ —  Midwest Book Review

This earnest story of being a good sibling, neighbor, and friend may inspire reader 
 to find ways to be generous in their own lives.

IPGBook.com • orders@ipgbook.com • 800.888.4741



A portion of book proceeds will be donated to 
Making Spirits Bright, a non-profit dedicated to helping 
children and families in need in the Metro Detroit area.

CHARITY PARTNER

media mentions

ordering information

IPGBook.com • orders@ipgbook.com • 800.888.4741

distributed by 
Independent Publishers Group
Chicago, IL



connect with us

CardinalRulePress.com

Books to educate families and teachers,  
harnessing the power of community with a focus 

on inclusivity and character building.

CardinalRulePress.com
press

with new imprint VIOLET    STREET 
AN IMPRINT OF CARDINAL RULE PRESS

@CardinalRulePrs

@CardinalRulePress@CardinalRulePress

info@cardinalrulepress.com

PO BOX 930237 • Wixom, MI 48393
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